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In the rolling countryside near Libertyville, lowa,
consistency has never been a slogan—it has been
a way of life. For more than half a century, Goering
Herefords has quietly built a reputation rooted in
disciplined data collection, functional cattle, and a
clear understanding of what commercial produc-
ers need. That long-term commitment has earned
the operation recognition as the 2026 lowa Out-
standing Seedstock Producer Award.

Owned and managed by Bill Goehring, Goehring
Herefords represents more than 55 years in the
cattle business, with five decades dedicated spe-
cifically to seedstock production. The operation
maintains a balanced herd structure, including approximately 260 Hereford cows in the seed-
stock breeding herd alongside a commercial cow herd, allowing real-world performance to
guide selection decisions.

Few operations can claim the depth of performance history found at Goehring Here-
fords. Birth weight, weaning weight, and yearling weight data have been collected for 50 con-
secutive years on nearly the entire calf crop. Carcass data has been tracked for close to four
decades, reflecting a long-standing belief that measurable performance is the foundation of
genetic progress. This emphasis on data is paired with active involvement in the American Her-
eford Association, ensuring that herd records align with national standards and that customers
receive reliable, transparent information. Buyers are provided with comprehensive performance
profiles, including EPDs, weights, scrotal measurements, and carcass data—tools designed to
help cattle succeed beyond the sale ring.

Management decisions at Goehring Herefords are guided by durability and efficiency.
Bulls are developed on low-energy rations and native fescue-type pastures, a system designed
to produce sound, athletic cattle that hold up under real working conditions. Young bulls re-
main in contemporary groups until yearling data is collected, ensuring fair comparisons and ac-
curate evaluations. Breeding decisions also reflect a practical philosophy. Artificial insemination
is used extensively, with approximately 90 percent of cows bred Al.




Selection priorities focus on structural integrity, sound feet and legs, good disposition,
and maternal strength. Since 2011, increased emphasis has been placed on marbling, align-
ing carcass quality with market demands while maintaining the functional traits that define the
program.

Goehring Herefords markets an average of 75 bulls annually, with the majority sold to
commercial cattle operations. This focus reinforces the program'’s mission: producing cattle
that work. Most bulls and females are
sold through private treaty, with an annual
production sale each December featuring
the entire fall-born bull crop and a select
group of bred heifers. Calving seasons
are structured for efficiency and labor
management, with spring and fall calving
windows that support herd productivity
while maintaining consistency across calf
crops.

Beyond the day-to-day manage-
ment of the herd, Goering Herefords has
played an active leadership role within
the Hereford breed at both the state and
national levels. Bill Goehring has served
on the lowa Hereford Association Board of &
Directors and as president of the associa-
tion, contributing to breed promotion, policy direction, and youth engagement efforts across
the state. His industry involvement also extends into the show ring, where he has been select-
ed to judge prestigious carload and pen shows at the National Western Stock Show in Denver
and the Cattlemen’s Congress in Oklahoma City—an honor reflecting peer respect and deep
knowledge of functional, performance-driven cattle.

In an era when rapid change often defines progress, Goehring Herefords stands out
for its steady, disciplined approach. The operation’s longevity, meticulous recordkeeping,
and customer-focused breeding philosophy exemplify the values behind the lowa Outstand-
ing Seedstock Producer Award. Rather than chasing trends, Goehring Herefords has spent
decades refining a system that delivers predictable, functional cattle—year after year. It is that
quiet consistency, proven over time, that continues to set the operation apart and makes it a
deserving candidate for this recognition.
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