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	 For some families, the Iowa Beef Expo is an annu-
al event marked on the calendar. For others, it becomes 
something much deeper—a thread woven through careers, 
relationships, and generations. For Mark and Deb Core, the 
Iowa Beef Expo has been exactly that: a constant presence 
shaping not only their involvement in the cattle industry, but 
the course of their lives.
	 Both Mark and Deb’s connections to the Iowa Beef 
Expo stretch back decades, rooted in early family involve-
ment, breed sales, and junior shows. Mark grew up im-
mersed in livestock, re-entering the cattle business after 
college through seedstock and show cattle, eventually be-
coming a long-time exhibitor and consigner at the Iowa Beef 
Expo. For years, the Expo provided an opportunity for small-
er breeders to bring cattle to a premier stage, access nation-
al buyers, and build relationships that would last a lifetime.
	 Deb’s path to the Expo came through her profes-
sional career. After working across the livestock industry—

including roles with Kent Feeds, graduate studies in Colorado, and association management—she was 
recruited to manage the Iowa Beef Expo in 1991. What began as a job opportunity quickly became a 
defining chapter of her life. Deb served as Expo manager through the 1990s, guiding the event through 
meaningful operational changes while maintaining its exhibitor-focused mission. During her tenure, Deb 
was known for a willingness to make tough decisions—always with the long-term health of the Expo in 
mind. One of the most memorable examples was the transition to common bedding, a change that was 
controversial at the time but ultimately improved logistics, cost efficiency, and animal welfare. Navigat-
ing those moments required listening, firmness, and respect for the people who cared deeply about the 
event. Over time, even the strongest critics came to appreciate the reasoning behind the changes and 
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the integrity with which they were made. That same philosophy—thoughtful progress paired with respect 
for tradition—continues to define the Iowa Beef Expo today, echoing the leadership shown by those who 
helped guide it through earlier decades.
	 Beyond cattle and logistics, the Iowa Beef Expo also played a far more personal role in Mark and 
Deb’s story. Quite simply, it is the reason they found each other. Their paths crossed through Expo and 
Beef Breeds Council involvement, and over time, shared passion turned into partnership. What began 
as professional collaboration grew into a family built alongside the barns, show rings, and offices of the 
Expo. That personal connection deepened as their daughters, nieces, and later grandchildren became 
involved. From hauling junior cattle with little outside help to watching young family members succeed 
in the show ring, the Expo became a place where memories were made and values were passed down. 
Today, watching the next generation of exhib-
itors—both within their own family and across 
the state—is among the most rewarding parts of 
being involved 
	 Mark’s nearly 30-year career with Ver-
meer reflects another shared value: long-term 
commitment. Working for a family-held, faith-
based company closely tied to agriculture, Mark 
found a way to support both his professional 
career and his passion for cattle. That connec-
tion naturally extended into support for the Iowa 
Beef Expo, including backing major transitions 
such as the move to the Jacobson Exhibition 
Center—changes aimed at improving the experience for exhibitors, families, and youth. Their support 
has never been about recognition, but about belief—in young people, in agriculture, and in the Expo’s 
mission to provide opportunity in the middle of winter.
	 Today, the family’s cattle operation continues through the next generation, with Bailey and Jared 
leading day-to-day customer engagement and cattle management while Mark and Deb remain actively 
involved. The barns where Mark grew up still house cattle, and grandchildren are beginning to make 
their own memories in the show ring. The cycle continues, just as it has for decades. Being named a 
2026 Friend of the Iowa Beef Expo is not about a single sponsorship, year, or role. It is recognition of 
a lifetime shaped by service, leadership, and belief in what the Iowa Beef Expo represents. Few stories 
better capture the heart of the Iowa Beef Expo than one built on family, change embraced with care, and 
a commitment to leaving things better for the next generation.
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